University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

7-10-1987

Panama: Notes On Continued Political Tensions,
July 5-8
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Panama: Notes On Continued Political Tensions, July 5-8." (1987). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/
761

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 076439
ISSN: 1089-1560

Panama: Notes On Continued Political Tensions, July 5-8
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, July 10, 1987
July 5: Panamanian President Eric Arturo Delvalle ordered an investigation of a series of accusations
against defense forces commander-in-chief Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega. The accusations include
electoral fraud, murder, and drug trafficking. Delvalle's move was immediately criticized by the
political opposition because he did not appoint an independent prosecutor. July 7: President Eric
Arturo Delvalle's spokesman announced late Tuesday over national television a decree prohibiting
public demonstrations in public places. The decree specifically banned a pro-government antiUS demonstration scheduled for July 8 by the ruling party coalition, the National Democratic
Union (UNADE), and a counter-rally organized by the opposition for July 10. The president said
government authorities would adopt necessary measures to ensure that political rallies do not take
place. The ban was not extended to political meetings indoors. Delvalle's statement said he feared
violence could erupt during the rallies, which were shaping up as a popularity test for both sides.
In a communique, the Democratic Revolutionary Party (PRD), which is aligned with the Defense
Forces, agreed to suspend the rally and put its members on alert for a new call to action. In the
hours before Delvalle's decree, pro-government civilian gunmen firing rifle rounds broke up an
opposition car caravan on the Via Brazil, a main thoroughfare. July 8: Opposition protesters took
to the streets in horn-tooting car caravans in defiance of the presidential decree. Meanwhile, in
an unusual display of dissent within the government, Vice President Roderick Esquivel called on
President Delvalle to form an independent commission to investigate public accusations raised
against the top military commander, Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega. Panama's special envoy to the
US, Aquilino Boyd, who is seeking to counter criticism in Washington of Gen. Noriega, charged
that the US Senate's calls for Noriega's ouster "have thrown a shower of acid rain that has poisoned
the waters of friendship between our two nations." At a meeting with reporters, Boyd, a former
foreign minister and ambassador to the United States, attacked two recent Senate resolutions
critical of Noriega and the 20,000-member Panamanian Defense Forces. Boyd said they were the
work of Americans who want to prevent Panama from gaining control of the Panama Canal in 2000
and "bad Panamanians who believe that getting the blessing of American politicians" is the way
to win the elections that are supposed to take place in Panama in 1989. Panama's ambassador to
the Organization of American States, Roberto Leyton, who also took part in the meeting, said the
administration is too much on the defensive in its Latin American policies to come to Panama's
defense. He noted that the Iran- contra hearings have produced congressional calls for dismissal
of Elliott Abrams, assistant secretary of state for inter- American affairs, for misleading Congress.
"Do you think Mr. Abrams, in the position he is in right now, would dare to speak against the
Senate?" Leyton asked. "The administration has been accused by the Senate. The administration
won't sacrifice (its remaining influence) with the Senate to defend Panama." In a speech last
week, Abrams sent an unmistakable signal of the administration's view that the growing tensions
between those who are pro- and anti-Noriega within Panama underscore the need for the defense
forces to drop Noriega and get out of politics. US officials said that in a July 6 meeting with Boyd,
Abrams reaffirmed that position, although he still did not mention Noriega by name. In March the
Senate charged that Panama was a major center for narcotics trafficking. On June 26, after three
weeks of violent demonstrations triggered by charges that Noriega had been involved in electoral
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fraud and the murder of a political opponent, the Senate adopted a resolution calling on President
Delvalle to suspend Noriega from his command pending impartial investigation of the charges.
"This type of resolution is no way to treat a friend. As a proud nation, we are the one who should
demand apologies and reparations," Boyd said. But he acknowledged that as a gesture toward
easing tensions, he had apologized for damage done to the US Embassy in Panama last week by
Noriega supporters. Boyd said the principal "bad Panamanian" was Gabriel Lewis, another former
ambassador here, who fled Panama June 13 after trying unsuccessfully to mediate between Noriega
and the opposition. Lewis' arguments that Noriega has lost the confidence of the Panamanian
electorate and must go were an influential factor in passing the Senate resolution. (Basic data from
PRENSA LATINA, WASHINGTON POST, NEW YORK TIMES)
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